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A PRUD TIV parm rship between the Torch Theatre 

and III c of Wales's most exciting Iheatre riters ill 
bring d n w work 10 lh slage this month. 

Writt'n by Owen Thomas nd dir t d by Peter aran, 
T//{· Wood is a tale of friendship, love and sacrifice s I 
again_llh b.lCkgrollnd of <;om of the m t horrific battle 
scen S It the First World War. 

And it ren 'ws, creative p;lftn rship that has pr duced 
one of I-he nlost successful original pIa s in Wales - lhe 
hi~hly ae laimed <me-mnn 'how Crav, n dramatic 
biugrapJ y of one Ilf Wales's bet-loved characters. 

)\v'n, no\ head of p rfunning art· at a lantrisant 
school, tr. ces the urge t rile back to his early chool 
da) ~ i miJ- ales. It began with poetry for eisteddfodau 

but he I 0"- I is !'irst sll'p nta writing for the stage 
when a n yskry he wrote was made into a schl)ol 
production. 

I-\S a plavwrii!;ht he has enjoyed a lot of ucces:> in the I. 
fcw years. His plays include The Dead of Night, /\!leat and 
Coldslone Sialioil, i-lll of which I ave been performed in 
thc, tres amu d the counlry. 

ne of hiS most successful pby , the dark comee! ' 
l~idll7rd Parker, toured Wales twi e and then the wider K 
before going on to enjoy ~ succes. rtl[ run at the Edinburgh 

Tackling a First World War drama in the lOOth anniversary of the end 
of the conflict has been daunting_ 

. ..... 
VOl age at war 
RUN 1 Gal ngide the neW Torch production of 'The 
W()( J' is a fascinating e ,I ibiti n based on th live and 

. pt>ril'nce<; of th ' small rural communily of L1angwm, and 
the devastating e-Ite ts of war on lh se who s r ed nd 
tho e who remained ilt horne. 

It ch,lrts events during th four y ars of th reat War 
In 'ally, nationally and internationally. 

There are <; vcrcd poignanl <;t ries p rlieu lady those of 

'5 oatt 
Owen Thomas ln conversatl0n
 

with Eifion Jenkins
 

Fe tival in 2011 where it re eived several four cnd fj e star 
re i ws. The play \ as then invited to be performed at th ~ 

Hollywood fringe Fe:itiva[ in Los Angelcs in 2012. 
here it received everal in rcdibk r view. including 

Pi k of the Week in the prestigious LA Weeklv. The how 
went 0 to win 'Be tInt matianal Sho 'before bein~ 

list d by The [-luffington Posl , t the end of thl:' ye. I' in Lhe 
top ten thcatTical haws of 2012 in L s ng ·ll:'s. 

The s quel, an ther lack com d 'Robert .olding', was 
p rf0rmecl al Lhe Edinburgh Festival in 2011. 

"I was always fascinat d by dark stari s, I vas a big fcln 
of The League of Ce/lt/enlt!n and such like," s id w n. "I 
also loved rJading autobiographies of comedians" 

But ral', a biography of th Wales and Llanelli rugb;-r 
pIc yer imd Welsh pdtriot Ray Gravell, gave him a chane' to 
properly get und I' the skin of his subj ct. 

"I was quite nervous working on a play abollt someon 
whc wc s so well known, The l<lund, was at rarc y carlets 

-1 thougl t, Oh my God I hop [hc\ven't got 
lhis wrong. 

"I also rernembcr it being performed in 
Mynydd y Garreg, where he was from and 
every single per on there either knew him or 
\ as related Lo him." 

Fortunately for Owen it ,vas gr-·at hit < nil 
will ven be going on to an off-oft-Broadway 
produ tion later this year. 

"I had rcad e erything I ould about him 
and watched ~v rythillg I could, and I wa:; 
very lucky to have his wife and hildren on 
board with it," said Owen. 

T A C K LIN G a First Worl j War drama in 
the 100th anniv rsary of the nd of th 

onflicl- and against the background of a 
battle in vvhich so many Welsh soldiers lost 
their Jives - has e n no It:' s Jaunting. 

But having, 1ready worked ith Torch 
artisti dire tor Peter Doran, h felt onfidenl 
enough to take it all.. 

. .. .. ...... 
no escape from
 

the 17 soldi rs and sailors who didn't return home. These 
include the story of two brothers who were kill cl on the 
same d, v during the Battle of the Sam me. l'\o-one who 
r tum d was un'cath db the traumatic vents dbeing 
shell d at sea or the appalling ~onditions of trench warfar 

Othcr stories fa us all. lhe 11 me Fnnt such ;]$ lh BItter 
v ar report d in the local press when Llangwm women 
staged d boycott and suc e d d in lowering the price of 

32 Pemhrokeshire UFE r-ebruary 20 8 



• • 

Performance
 

• swar 1 owor 

"Peter w. nted tl mark the nniver arv [ the end of the 
war in ome way and how it lInked in ~ith po try and 
writing- such as Sassonn Jnd Wilfred \-ven," said Ow n. 

"ll.'ll!r is ~redt to work ith, he's a very good ad i er 
and collaborator - he calls a spade a spade." 

The final ,;cript, perform db. G idion Rees, is bilsed on 
an idea b lEan lluw Dafydd and has been veloped into 
a two-hander by Owen and Peter. 

"It's quite a a tic approadl and is set in 1 aring in 
/I,![amelz Wood in 196 when a ."oldier who lost his best 

..... .... ...... 
the horrors 
butter in Haver nrdw st market. Llangwm Locall listory 

o 'iety also commissioned an op ra to ommemorate the 
First World War whi l ill played during the op ning 
hours (If the gallery. 

T]prl.' .. a final erf nnanc at th Follies Theatre, FoIl r 

farm on November 10 to mark the end of war. 
-The WWl - A Village at War exhibition at the Torch 
gallery runs from February 3 to March 3. 

friend in the battle returns there to !,1y a ghost to rest. 
" h Welsh in olvem 'nt in the be ttl s, of cour ',was 

vNy strong and when I isit d th ~ site I pent about an 
hour ,md h.:llf just walking through the wood soaking up 
the atmosphere. 

"Th re are till shells on tl e ground and Webl flag on 
th trees. It's a \,'r haunting plac and I wanted to 
capture that in the pIa a well. 

"I hop people at" moved by it, I wclllted it to be a very 
emotional experience." 

.......... .... ..
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