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rmed with picks alld spades the redoubtable women o.ll/ook as road menders o.f the original trackway ;1/ around /9/4. 
Doubtless mOllY oj them would have contributed voluntary' labour ill the early stages of makillK the permanent road 01 o. 

Simon Hancock recalls a village's Long and often bitter 
battle to end decades of relative isolation by road 

e road to 00 
T MIGHT well be thought thul there was. in ycars g.an 
hy. nhlrt: or an attitude )t obedience. compli;mce and 

kfcrcl1I.:e tl\ authOrity. The t.leci~ion~ or public bodies 
g\\I'e lIillg lhe li,cs of the people of Pembroh.esllin; VlO lid be 
UIItIUC tion 'd ,lnd accepted with equanimity. 

Although generally the early twentieth century w,~ more 
reverel tial. it ~ I)ukl bc a mistah.e to assume that It was uni­
versally so. 

A century and more ago people were ollly too ready and 
VI illing to chalknge in. tances or unfairncss, inconsistency 
anll perctiveJ Ilisdain of the view' of ordlllary 111 nand 
women. 'othing bellcr illustrates thi ... point than the rClllarh.­
ahle DaviJ v 'rsus Goliath slruggl which "<lW the people of 
the villu 'e of H )ok lock horns VI ith the Ha erfordw 't ural 
District oUllcil for the greater part of a decade. 

THE illage 01 Hook. in the purish of Ll'1I1gwm. was a 
place of c n:;iderable indll~trial and l::conomk i I11por­

tance around a centl1l'" ago. Some 400 pel pIe resided in 
the vicinity which was mar 'cd out by valuable anthracite 
mining. 

In 191-1- it was stated that there were t 10 men and b ys 
cmployed at the works. while the applj 'ation hy the Hook 
Colliery Company In IYIO to lay tram raiL in connection 
" iLl! the new colliery wa~ seen to herald new IiI'\.' and 
I pp(Ir1Unilic.. for the people of the pari h. 

The greatest problem (ilCeci by the re~idellh 01 Ilooh. wa... 
tile- relative isolation which they endured. While the river 
was all important transport route - especl4Illy for coal - it 
wa~ J dillerl'nt matter for road traffic. 

Huoh. was ::.ituatcd at the end of a cul-de-sac hrallching ofT 
from the through road '>erving the villal!l' of I langwl11. There 
\ as no direct eKC '$S to hcyslrop 'ros .. and so villagers wt>rc 
compelJ'd to travel '>even or cigl t mile~ )n the roulld trir to 
this junclion. covering three sides of a square. 

A ncw road rrom Hook 10 Ireystrop Cross would more 
th'm halve this distance. and thIS m,ltler was the. local cullse 
celebre which lasted. an:ording to various accounts . .10 or 
e en 50 years b fore the malt r was addr -.sed. 

The agilation for thi~ llluch-dc.. jrcd impr IV ment seem'; 
to have oegun quietly enough. Ilowe er. in 10 I. there was 
a nurry of Call' spondellcc between the clerk of the 
H<tverfordwesl Rurnl District Council and the parish clerk 
of Lhngwrn seeking clarification as to the ownership 0 . the 
land in question and tht: lisl of subscribers who hall promised 
donations towanJs the proposed new road. 

At a III eling of the di. trid coum:i\ held on 20 May Ic) 14 
Mr Joseph Da ies. clerk to the parish councils of Freystr)p 
and langwm. f r.vanJcd the list of suh criners who.;e 
promises and pledge: al ouoted to £104 6s. Od. It W~lS 

propos d that the speciications for the road be adopted and 
that the Road B arc! be asked to contribute lowarus the co~t. 



Thl: latler \ rg:tni~aliun was u department of c('ntral govern­
menl. eSlahlished in 19()lJ to onstruct anl! mainwin n('w 
wall, amI to make uuvanccs to highway authorities. 

I'he propmirion W,IS withdrawn anJ a slIbst:ljuent proposal 
to appoint a ~malll'Ollll1lillt'e l() in.pel'l tl-: sire and repUri 
bac~ wus '11'0 voted 1I0wn b} J 7 votes tn six. 

Al the meeting a number or members spoke up 1'01' the 
neeJ \If tl e mad indllJing Mr T Lev is at JIanton and Mr W 
RlIhclh Ill' CumH'''C vh) warned that in lhe event of a seri­
ous illness in I Itnk a person ould be Jead bt:t"orc a doctor 
could reach them. I lowever other voices were r' i'ed against 
the proroscd mad an the council de'ided to ta~e no rUl1her 
action in the nHltler. 

T ilE tance or the district council resullell in the conven­
ing \II' a public meeting which was hdt! in Ilook ouncil 

chool on 27 June 1914 which was was chaired by Mr 
HarcoUri R\)berts of Lillie Milford. 

Mr Joseph Davies revt:aled that the parish c unl'd~ of 
Fr~) ~tr\)r unJ LI ..mgwm had fonm:d lltcmselve.s into a 
coOlmillee tl) push tht: project ot" a new road forwurd ;e' 

ig lI'( usly a~ possible. l-I c1aimco thut ':ome f the di~tric( 

counciIlor~ know more about bacon broth than they do ,1bout 
nJad rlan~' and he suggested they bring a big brass pan of 
broth to the next district council meeting ~o that rno::mbers 
could ~ld.iuJil>atc as t\J rhe quality. 

ThIS remurk prompted much laughtl'r. He followed up by 
aJding thutthcy would only see their 11C road when they 
sent up ..I numher o['tlleir Hook women to turn out somc of 
the tiislricr councillor, by the scruff )1 tlteir necks 

Some spe:Aer, alJuded to tra eller'> having to endure 
\\ aJing through a ,ea ot mud, and it wa' agreed that for SLICh 
a 'latc 01 albirs to be allowed to persi,st in the t enticlh 
century vas a di1'ograce. t one meeting it \\as remarh.ed 
that the council woul reaJily agrct: to sanction a new road 
'ifsnme urist )tTatli eli there nlther th"lIl humbl wor~illg 

people' . 
The Hl (I~ mad project attract 'd considerahle .uppOI'l 

Irom lhe people 01 H,lVerfnnlwe,l, from where many of the 
IllJok resiJcnt~ bought their neCCssltles or life, Councillor 
Richard Sinnelt pOinted oul that everyb dy lleeded as a bar 
1ll1l11mUill a sanitary dwdling and a roadway to lhtir local 
markel town, 

rill" pllhli . mecting dOllcd by lodging a 
rrole,[ agdinst the inaction o( 1-1 avcrllJrdwesl 
Rural Di,,!rlci 'ouni:i1 in refusing to adopt the 
prop ),cL! Hunk to Frey:-.trop Cross fOal!. The 
resolution also petitioned the M,lin Roads 
COI1l11lirrec of I embrok.e~hire County ouncil 
to take action in the rnattd. 

SUCH senl iments round lilli's) mpulhy with 
th .... Jislrin CUUI1i:il whell memhers met on 

)S July 1914 hey rcrlls d tu change their 
mind, and merdy alill ed Ihc lcller from the 
I-lOOK public mceting 10 lie on the tabk. 

or did the IItanee of the di. triet council 
MJrten when the mutter Jj'the I10 l~ road came 
back herlJre them in November Iq 14. Despite 
pleas fmm Mr S W Dawkins and the Rev 1-1 
E <In, anL! a lle"cripllon by r Cllllsin~ pf 
how the arl'a was ·'llju:lgmire with ,i, inches 
01 s"lid lllUL!'. the resolution lO reSCInd the 
original decision a<; lost by 18 votes to ten, 

Proponents 01' the rnad farcd no bdter on 30 
December 1914 \\ hen ~I pr JpOS'" to 'stahl ish a 
\mall SUOl"lJllllllittee to vi~itlhe area was 
dekatcl! h:- t\\cl l" vO[e, to ,e cn. 

II is hardly urpri~ing: that thi~ l11uli~h allitude of the di,,­
trict council lo r fus anyaccommollati n to local feeling 
pr ved hie.hly incendiary. 

. rurther pub! ic meting arranged hy the local parish 
councils was held in late January 1915 to once again protest 
against the attitude 01 the district council in failing to take 
the nee for a new road 'eri usly. 

The road scheme did have friends on the coun 'il. ut n It 
enough it ~eem . Mr .los ph D'l ies notecl: -No man with 
the heuI1 of an ng.li~hl11an or endowed with common 
sense, \volllJ go four mil ~ out of his way before he even 
began tit road lO Havcrfortlwest. (The \ ord, . :.nglanJ' 
alld 'Englishmen' were us d widely before lhe First World 
War - even by locals - when referring to Wales and 
Welshmen) . 

One exit route from Hook - po~sibly ia Little Milford 
lind Lo vel' Frey~tmp - W,IS n Jt ,)Illy muddy but parIs or it 
were underi . fect or water at times. Working p'ople In 

Hook had to pay five pen;ent more for goods on account of 
increased delivery charg s via Llangwm. ;illunfair impo<;i­
lion which Mr Davies descrihed as 'intolerable'. 

He suggested that if their 'j'riend' Mr Howell Walters 
an ardent opponent or the Hook road scheme - would lind 
him~cJf l1uvin o to pay ,Jut 4d more in petrol to go n~und the 
road to L1al fWIll to gel to Hook they w J Id have their nl', 
road ,oon enough. 

A petition senl to the cOllnly council by local residents 
collecteJ 419 si[!naturclI anL! the meeting applauded when it 
wa~ revealed that General lvor Philirps had p,lld for the 
road plans himself. 

The public meeting \\.;!, I he occa... i\lll for a numh 'r lit" 
women speakers til enter the rray. Mrs Manin explain -J 
how no-ol1c needed a proper road l1lore lh:ln the women. 
\,Iany of then had iallen while hem ily laden. with their 
pr"ciou, grocerie, of bulter lind meat being cast into the 
I11Li\J an I "poikd. 

\ilrs Mary Da\ Je~ revealcclthat in Jriving a dOl key 
carrying a ba' of 1.i(1)e through thl: \ ,Iter she t"(JunL! her:el f 
and the bag on fire. There were several other tal', of hard­
ship reec LIntel! ahout \1. in~ this track which de,peratel) 
ne 'ded putting in proper order. 

Continued 

Frey.'ltrup /'Os,\' 10 Hook £1.1' il appearetl 01/ a I1ltlp of IY08. l'ag1(c's Lane 
appears to have partially delineated the mule which the road 11'(1}' to loUDlv 

il/ 1922, 



The road to Hook
 
(he t:ontillllal wrangling over the 1[00" road - dubbed 

'the eternal qucslinn' - hce,lme mol' hiller and Imlitant as it 
w~nt on. Atone meeting Mr John Owen suggesteu that the 
atepa. ers of 110,)11. and Freystrop should not pay their rates 

in rmh:st. e en i' it meant going to gaol. 
SOI11 ' ml.:mbers of the distri 'l U)Ul1ci! resented the forth­

righl l'ntl -isl I whit:h til 'y Wt re attracting as being tanta­
mOLint to abuse and bullying. But eventually. in June 1915, 
the district c\luncd agr cd to appoint a small 'lib c..:on mitke 
10 viSit the site: this includ d Mes:-rs S W Dawkins. W E 
Evans, T G Lewi, and W Howell Walters. 

The t:0t11lllittee included members of thc north and south 
high\\iuy c< mlllillecs togelhe with the council derk unci 
surveyor. The 'vcntuall in:-pected the site of the proposetl 
new !'Clad on 23 .Iunc' 1915, 

When Lhe reporL came bad" dated 14 July 1915, it must 
have comc as a crushing disappointment to the people of 
H mk. 

T ilE r'port argu d that th~ new road was not ju:>tifietl for 
a numb'r of reas( ns - traffic I' 'quiremenb. ['w house... 

( n Ihe route and low land ',dues bL:ing just a fe\\, - so that 
the group 'coulu not r comm~nd any public money bing 
spent thert:on ' , 

BUI il' the people of Hook could fintl no h Ip or encourage­
ment or indeed any initiative from the local district council 
th..:-) wcr'c determined to push malters forward as far as they 
\~crl' ubi' to. Yel another I ublic..: m 'c,ting, h Id on 3 March 
IlJ 17 was chaired hy anl)ther sympathetic fri nd from 
Ha verfon..l cst. r. Si Incy .I Re 's JP. 

lie "'poke of the f4,OOO rai out in \ ages locally in tl1' 
\ iIla£!c. much of which was spent n food and clothing from 
various trade l11en ul' Haverfordwesl. Richard Sinnett. 
de['luty ma.'or of Haverforuwest was another speaker, 

)ornl.: nf the cllnu'ihutions were rousing exhortatiuIls t,l 
action - re ... idcnts of Hook. if they woultl be free, would 
Lhl'mselv~s Ilave tl) strike the IIrst blo 1 

lor 20 years 'lhefl' 11~ld heen ~I grc'at yearning not 1'01' somc 
great luxury or privilege but simply for ~I road Lo walk upon'. 
Oppression from upponents of the Hook- road had heen their 
lot 111 ..:very actloll which they had all 'mpled. 

A new c )l1lmille\:, W<l~ subsequently appointed tu drive 
nwtter... furward. 

O E of the key features of the meeting was thc puhlic 
recngnit inn "ccorded to the wom n of Hook who three 

ye;u's pre\'iuusly had gone out with pick :lnd spade to mend 
the exisLing muddy cart track to h-eystrop. 

This was a dear del onstnltion of the grit from which they 
""ere malle. ,inn: WWI began. omen had taken tl1C place 
,f m n in every sph ore of life and it was loe,11 women who 
were ...ome of tile me oSL inconvenil'nced hy not I aving a 
proper road. 

Mrs. Eliza Ree.... ageu 74. had ndured thl..' miser' of tl1 ' 
mute for some 52 years, sometimes wading up to her knees 
in mud. ThiS venerable lady spoke of wanting a mali for th<: 
'oming Jeneration. 

The first meeting or Lhe new commIttee lOok place at the 
cnd 0 March 1917 when Mr Harcourt Rob It ""'as elected 
cl airman. He hall pmmis 'd very generou:; subscriptioJls 
tnwards the ['lroject on bel' If of himo; If and the Little 
Milford estate. anvn ser, were app lilted and for the rest 
of the year and weJj into 1918 no clf I·t was spared in the 
rai"ill)! of I'unds. 

OKESHIRE OUNlY COUNCIL 
RrJ,tD ..HooJ( _ _ 
\::...:.,~ 

IHap of lhe new road hetween /-look and Frey,~trop Cross 
alollg with sectiollal drawi,,!:,\' whiclt aCI.:omp(lllie(1 lhe COI/­
fracl between Pembrokeshirc COUI/fy Coul/cil (l1lt1.t1essrs. 

Fothergill of Exeler ill 1921. IPembrokeshire Arcltil'es 
PCC/SE/91/13) 

A prize draw wa~ held, with all thE' rroc.:l'c.:d ... gllini:' tor Ihe 
Hook road fund. [t was hoped that the funds would he allied 
to l\ grant from the county c.:ounc..:il and a ~iLeab]e donaLion 
from Captain Harcourt Powell. The committee.: had primed 
5,000 ticket ... anu good support lVas anticipated from ~liJford 

Ha 'en. Neyland. Pembroke Doc" and c.:spccially from 
Haverfordw st '10 which the] w 're trying to pave tlll::ir 'Auy 
Lhrough Ihe bog~·. 

The local residents h,)p'd to hand over umo to the county 
council. the product of voluntary 'ubscriptiono; and ('und nlis­
ing. Meanwhile the I,tnd Illr the road wlluld be given free of 
ehar~c and no royulty would be chargetl on the stune from a 
I Ic..:al quarry. The value of labour fr ely give on the !"Oull:' 
of the new road was estimated at around £100. 

In January 1919, tIl' count counl'i1 Main Roads commit­
tee under committee c.:haimlan en ral Sir I or Philipps MP. 
voted to apply to the Road Bourd t0r a granL and tu ret:olll­
mend to the full county couIlcil that they conSLruct a road 
between Hook and Frey:-.trop Cross. 

The county t:ollncil subsequenLly accepted the l:ommittee\ 
recolllr cnllation, which was accompanied hy the c..:hainmll1. 
Mr, ketch making a humorous comment thaI lhey shmlld 
'di tloing good'. 



The children oj !look Council School carrying Union .f7ags parade along the flew road un 9 February 1922. 
[Thanks to Mr. Richard Howell' of Hook for the lise of the two photographs! 

T ilE pcopk ol"lIook must havl: b'tn 0 erjoyed b the 
J 

resollJlioll shown b.' the county council in se king 
rc~()urcc, to cnnstru(;t the wild. 

Mean",hilc the r;lrtle opYilniseu h the local cOlllmittee was 
drawn In JUnll4lry 191 I) and netted () er £ 100 after deducting 
cxpelN.~s of C() whidl pail! lor pril.cs, printing and sumJries. 
The firM prill: was a hicyde valLled at f 12 which W;\S won 
hy r Hany Phl'lps 0 Swansea while the second prite of a 
silwr watch was won hy Miss Brown of the chool1 louse. 
rn::y,trop. 

Other prite;., included a sud,ling pig, a silk umbrella. two 
cwt. or \elected pOlatot;;". 15\.60. war "livings certificute, a 
handbag. walking stid.. pair or fowb-. a lealher-bound album 
and ,I nir of rabbits. 

Accoroing ttl the Rev H. Evans. who had been Rector of 
Lli.Jllgwm I\)r J.Iound seventeen years. he believed evc.ry soul 
in Honk had subscribed to the road. contributing their lhrec­
pl:nn) bits <1." often a~ they could ,dToru. Their~ was indeed a 
tale of sacrifice hich I )Cal gentry like Sir Charl'~ Philipps 
of PidOIl a~lle puhlicly paid trihute to. 

THE HIH)k road 'aga still had a. hare of Jisappointment 
.LIIli obstacle~ to overcome. A mcetinO" of the Main Roads 

committee of Pemhrokcshire County Council helJ on I() 
Au 'u,t It.) It.) heard how their overall application to the 
Roath Board for [170.000 had I' suited in an allocation of 
just £.3.1.750. 

rant aid wa. for/hl:( l11ing for various schemes indudino 

{IH.()O() for thl: repair or the St David's main ro,ld right 
Jov..'n III ,'mall schenles such as fl/O to the Milford Ha 'en 

orban Di\trict lutlcil for tar ~praying the streets. SaJly 
there was no grant for the Ho)k road scheme. 

Donations. some of considerable sizc. vere ,till being 
contnbuted ror the pr pm,ed road. Captain Harcourl Powell, 
the owner or the local est'llc. visited the site in September 
1919 and aC4uainted him: If with the road scheme. He 
rolllisetlllle 'lllll of flO) (e4uivaknt to U.420 ill 2017 

rrice~) with the probability of incrc:lsing thi' to £200 JatL'!". 
In March 1921 th~ cC1unty l'oUI1ci I Mui n Road~ committee 

further considcred the Hook ro:ld. 
hey agrccu lo incr~a c Ihe committee estimates b 

D.]OO. ~ hich th' 'oau work would co;.,!. but also make 

application to the ortl St Da id.., COIlll11illl'e for a grant 
towards the cost of lahour. 

The Lortl Lieutenant I' I' Pembroke-shire. Viscount St. 
Duvid's (I ~60-1l)38) had funds allocated for the r Iief or 
unemployment which wa1\ startlllg to rise dramatically across 
the nited Kingdom. lt wa;., thought Ihat the Hook road 
project cou d usc the services of local unenlployco men. 

'he Ministry of Labour granted a certificate ,I approval 
allowing use of unemployed I hour. That month there were 
173 skilleu men and 177 unskilled men out of work in the 
vicinity. A grant of £400 wa' rorthcoming. which represent­
ed 60 pcr cent of the l'. tilllated expenditure on lahour up to 
til end llf June: more than 20 unemployed men 'ould he 
engaged ut a time on the Hook road 

all 10 Mav 1921 a tender for the constructi( n of the new 
mad was aecepteJ from Mr..:ssl"S. Fothergill of Exeter for 
£4.004 6s, being consid rably lower thall the tenuers 
received from Mr Thornton Hall and Messrs J a Ml)rgan. 
both of Ha\ e r mlwesl. 

othergill \ tender was fixed and they indicat d hl) 
they Wl uld be pLl. ing their workmen Is. 3d. an hour. The 
\vork would be comml'nced r rth. ith and 'prosecutl'u with 
diligence and tinished and cOlllplekcl to the qtillfaclion of 
the urveyor, Mr. rthur 1-10 ard Thoma '. Work duly 
commenceu on 19 May 1921 . 

THE construction of the 110 k road almost became a 
metaphor of the progress being experienced in [Ill' 

general area of Hook and Llangwm. 
One e -patriate. Mr. h mas Butler. ~ ho W.IS born at 

Llangwm Hill emigrated to thl: United 'tat s in 1886. He 
returned h me for the first time in August lY21 and he was 
struck by the Ill, ny improvements in his birthplal:t' whl:re 
the old tha ched-root d wltngcs in Llangwill village had 
given way to neat modern dwellings. 

Other (;hanges which he detecteu included Ihe bllildil\~ 

of two chapels, the opening of a reauinf! r )om anu the 
disappearance of ii 'e public houses. 

fn the wider conte I of rising price<; <tnu uncmployment 
as the post -war boom yieldeu to a severe economic slump. 
the Hook r ad wa. a glimmer of h pc und unquestionetl 
inv strnelll in th local infrastructure. Continued 



The road to Hook
 
TheI'l: wa "Ilurry rcorre:pllndence hetween the county 

ami tli,tril:t council" a' to who should maintain the road 
when it wa, cnmplckd. the (011ncr accepling l' '. pOIl,ibility 
when the dL,tnct council refus d any obligati II in the mailer. 
A draft a rcement was entered inlo in D cember 1921. 

The miry "nd mudd trackway was soon consigned to 
mem lry an tht: pages f hi,tory. The gre:lt da ' when the 
II Hlk road was \lfficially opened da\\.nl:d at laM on Thursda) 
lj I--hr I,ll'. 1922 and was a red Iller tlay in the history of the 
village anLi truly OIlC wi i 'h many might have thought would 
never happen. 

After decades of agitation the road was at last a re[dity. 
Freystrop ru:,~ a huge crowd of people had onvergctl hy 
fooL. motor car and motor lorry while three ribbons. red. 
white and blul' sIr tcht:d across th· clllranee of the road. 

Th.: agr c..··lble task of CUlling the ribbons fel! to Mrs 
Rob '11s. lTIo111er 0 t· Ilarcourt Roherts. manager or the 
Hook Colli rie,. 

The large concourse ot' motor cars then proceetlct! down 
the ncw n ad to the villag> of lIook headetl hy the Pemhroke 
Dock T'lI1rerance Banc..l. 'lathering at the Congregational 
Chapt:I vvhl:rc the speedlcs were made. 

M' Han:ourl Roh~rl'i paid rribUI': to the community which 
hat! raisetl no kss llan f 1,200 and to thl' e unt ('ouncd t'or 
their assl"tance. Captain Ilarcourt PI> ell had donat d £200 . 
.olonel LOr! Phillips the sum (I £100 and the 1I00h. Colliery 
'ol11pany £ 100. 

As ehainllan or the committee over the previous five y ar:. 
Mr. Roberts st<ltetl how th y had rnd around:2 0 times, truly 
it talc of epic endurance anti patience. 

Mr. JI),eph Davie>;. a gentlcnlan \ I n had taken an . irre­
proachable inler :.1 in the work' and Richaru innett nlso 
spol\c. 

Mr J Roberts paid tribute 10 Ihe resolution anLi d temlina­
tion of the lIook pe pic, c"p eially the cn>rgy at' tl1\:' !-Ino)..: 
WI men who were very enterprising - a fact demonstrated. he 
asserted. on ace unt of 90 per cent of them gelling marr'ie' . 

Major W G Eaton vans rel', lIed how 'rhe HllOk road 
quesl ion' \' a~ hrought h~for~ the Ha verfordwesl Ruml 
Distril:t Coun il hach. in IR97. The year (If Quel:n Victori'l \ 
Diamond Jubilee had passel! a - had the Boer :.I.nd First World 
Wars before Hook got its road. 

The Major cauglll the [eeling of the times wl1(.'11 .l c stated 
how '(reland has got her Free State and lIook ha~ its new 
road'. The Irish Free State which followed the Anglo-Irish 
treaty (6 December 1921) came il1lo being when the second 
Dai\ ratified \h treaty on 7.1<LllLwry 1922. 

The children of the 'illage shared in the festivities as the 
council school was c!o'ed [or the da ' and the children parad­
ed on the new road. Well might e cryane join in the I' using 
chorus of cdebratlon 'Ilurrah for little Hook ,. 

This mUll lrable day concluded with a le,1 and entertain­
l1ll::nl. 

HOOK was now fullv connected with the ( lltside wo Id. 
especially the <;hop.'. mar"et <lnd other- lacJlt(u~s III tile 

county town. Soon there was a motor lran,pnr! scrvic on a 
Saturday to the market ami CIJJema in Hav~rr()rd\Vest rlln by 
a Mr Hughes of Freystrop. ,I 32·~eat charabmle. 

A Llail) transport service \\ as started hy Mr. Tom Da\ i~s of 
Llang m in 1925 which was take II over h Messr.' Greens 
Motors the following year. 

The Hook road. gitation serves as a reminder \11' tile 
values 01' determination anti patience und or how the claims 
or copk should never be ignon.:d by those public iluthoritil:s 
wh I1t they claim to :,,::\,\·e. 

Pembrokesh ire reflections
 
In respect of fu nera Is
 

FORMER coullly ('oroller Michael Howells rej1ect:o.' Oil changillg aspecls oj the county and its way 41Ue. 
t an age" hen the Grim Realler is probably lurking for 
me round a not too di tant corner. I lind that tbe 
funerals of old friends and aClluaintances are OCCU1'­

ring with depressing frellu >ncy - even though funerals 
haH~ become celehrations of the life of the deceased 
rath >1' than an occasion for mourning the passing. 

There used to be two di. tinct forllls of funeral service ­
the Church in Wales service straight frOIll tI e Prayer 
Honk with only a sermon and no readings or eulogie. 
and the on-collfurmist chapel servi e which wa less 
'tructurcd. 

The merit. so my father. aid. or the Prayer Book en'ice 
was that it was short, especiall) if. ill was the cuslom 
then. most funerals were 'Gentlemen Only' (my moth­
er was distressed that an aunt in isled on attending 
Ill)' father's funeral against her wishes). 

The chapel ervice was much more di cursive with trib­
ute~ heing paid to the deceas d by relatives and 
friends and being attended b}' both s xes. 

There wa:n't lIle wait for a funeraJ that no~ occurs 
hecau'le there was no' rem' to ha e to make an 
appointment for. 

grave could (and can) he much more quickl) prepared 
and there wa~ 'omment if the runeral was delayed for 
over a week. Three or four days was, as ] remember, 
the llverage. 

In thO'e quieter days. there W~ neighbourhood re ped 
for ~I funeral. On the day, neighbours dre~ their 
ground 0001' curtains as a mark of resped and the' 
were not puJJed back until the funeral procession had 
pa cd. 

If you were in the street and were aware of a hear e 
approaching, yOll stopped and stood silent, rai ing 
your hat if you were a man, as it passed by, 

People in l'emhroke hire (and in the whole of WaJes) 
still attend fun rals. It i the one incontrovertible 
c>,cuse 10 dropping any other arrangements - "1 have 
to go I ) a funeral", 

Wc have not yet adopted the custom of a family funeral 
followed, at a much later date, by a memorial sen'ice 
for which people leading busy lives can make ad ance 
arrangement<; to attend. 

it wiD probably take hold in due course and another 
tradition wiU also die. 


