


Glimpses of village life in years gone by from the local press
 

IN32 On Wl.:ll1Jl'suay night all office] ane!
 
boat\; crew oj tip Cheerlitll"'~\'Cllue
 

cruiser <\0 the Millnrd station capIUh:c! ,1
 .[angwm 
IIlJn ,tllU ho) uf the name or Lle\\hdlin, 
belonging to Langum, anc! also a hurse 
wi til ~i'\ klif allkers of Brandy and 
GCIlt:'\ ,1.1[-:"1' Clart:sloll. on Ilk lurnpike
rO;I(1 from P'l11hroke to I-Iaverforuwest. 
There was alluther in the company who 
eneclcu hi. escape by cutting the slIngs 
or his h'gs, throwing oiT hjs cloak. and 
leaping hIS !lor"e over ,1 high hedgt:. 

HI: was tit'cu ,It hy olle of the crt;W \ hilst 
In the al't or clltting ,tWJ) his kel:,s. and 
Ihe hall lodged in one of the cas!-.s where 
it I1l'\\ IS. 

1835 On Saturdu) iast. a" a drce!ge-boat 
bclunging to Langunl, in the port of 
l'vlil!ord. was n.:turnin1! I"ro1l1 Lawn:nny to 
lhal pl,IC '. (keply lack-n with oysters and 
llthcrwise lumbercd, she \vas SWUIllPl:e! 
,1I1d .,unk. when:hy three pnor !cllows 
named Ruhert Lewi,s,lohn Thomas. 'lnd 
P't.::r MacdulT were drowned, each Icaving wives ane! 
children. A lad named John Child was savee!, ho swam 
to ~hon.:. A ~ubscri lion ha:-- been gllt up for the relid of 
the di~ln;s:-.eJ families \vhich we tru~l will meet wjlh tlK' 
kinlll respon:-.e of a generous public. 

1840 On the 10th inst. the pari. h Church of L.angum was 
re-opened for dIvine service. It ha" been almost entirely 
rebuilt. .lI1d it is now one f the mo't comfortable and 
commodious churche in the county of Pemhroke. refled
ing great credi! on the Rector who prop sed. and on those 
v11(\ ""lIlag d its reconstruction. 

Lr,rmRS TO Tni': EOITOR. Sir. The parish chureh of 
Langum. I helieve. is of consi<.krable anliquity ane! Fenton, 
historian f South Wales. particularly mentions it. 

A few yeLlrs since it certainly was worthy of the notice of 
<Jnliquari<Jfb hut. to my <Jstoni"bmenl. on viewing it a 
short reriod since, I IlumJ all Ihe really spl mJid ancient 
uccomtions completely done away with. and the church 
hear'in!! all the appearance of a meetinCT-house; and. on 
I"urther IlI.SpeC:lion, I fl)Und very beautiful ~pecimen of 
carvl:u work emhelli"hing the stik leading into the chun:h
yanJ <lnu variuus fragrncnL" slrewed around. 

I -;hoult.l n()c Ilavc intruded un your culumns. but surel ! SOll1L' 

I1ldhod ought to be devj~ed to save our ~~jnee! cdifjccs 
from tile' tender mercies of such Goths. 

I am, Sir. Your obliged servunt: PHIDfAS. 

1844 On Tue~da ' la'>t t\ (l boys. aged respectively 4 and :1 
yc.'lrs, ~ons of William Morg<Jn and Reel, Jenkin~, of 
Lan.;um, Pembr( kcshire. were poisoned by eating hcrlIlock 
rOlll. which the' found at LangUlll Point. One \ as dis
envercd by his motller lying o~ltside the e!oor appar·otly 
liI'dl:.\~. \ Ill'lI the 1110\11'1' caught I im up thinking he was in 

Traditiol/al b!(/(:k-{arred jisllillg boafs at Llallgll'm. 

a fit. and he brcatJlcu his Jast jn Iter ann~. The other. "ee
ing his playfellow ill, had gone about a hundred yard~ 

"n m him by the pdrent\ djrcoion to get sumc assistance. 
Wh<.'fi he abo fcll on his face and soon c, pired 

1844 FISHING EXTRt\C.JfW'" \RY &lwar I wld Mary Morgdn, 
both upward" of i30 years of age. re"iding in the neighhour
hood of Langulll in this county. and who have subsistcu 
rnallY years by fishing. were for one \\hole week t()iling at 
their employment without any ~uccess. 

As they were returnint'- home one evening IUlllenting their 
bad fortune. 'usc as their boat too,," ground, a salmon nf 
upward~ or 20 Jb weight leaped in. and made lll11t'nd" f r 
their previous failures. 

1862 Robert hild. John Brian. William Barnes. Richard 
John_ John PhiJpin, Thomas .Iohn_ anc! John Jenkins ere 
severally charged with as.aulting Miss Elil.aho.::lh Thomas. 
. d1Oolmistre~s at LcU1gum.· he assault-':,l/lsi~teJ in pdting 
the complainant with snowhalls on the 20th of Junuar~ . 

It wa~ pmved that the' defendants w re an1l1ng a crowd of 
boys. numbering alK)ut 30. who were engaged in throwing 
snowballs at the c)ll1plainant, and that the "nowbulling was 
carried far heyond any r'usonabk limit". In addition to 
this, it was stated that the defene!ants haLl annoyed the 
complainant on many occasions. aue! tJl,lt it vas WHit great 
reJuctanc\" chat she felt comp flee! to bring their conJuct 
befufe the notice of the 111,lg istratcs 1Il orucr to "ccurc her
self from any fllrth"r annoyancc". he had b'el1 (;()nfincJ 
to bed lwo uay" in con"equcn-.:c "f the injuri 's she had 
rcccivcu. Their Wnr~hip~ lined the defendants 2s. 6tJ each, 
une! costs (amountil1!1 to os. Kd.) LlI1d in default of payment 
to be sent to prison for a Vv'l:ck. rhe defendants del'l ineu to 
pay anything. and W'l'c committed [0 pri"on. 



1869 An accident, 'vi hich might !laH:' 
ocen dltcnded \\ itll fatal I" '"ulh, 
11l·I.:Um:u at Langul1l1lill in the P' ri"h of 
an~ulll. \1n Saturday morning last. 

Iwo lillIe girb. agctl about "even anti nine 
yems respectively. were left alone in the 
house tlunng Lhe tcmpora 'ub"ClJCC 0 

tltelr futher. Mr Wm, Evans, and 
nblaillctl po!'>scs. inn of a nask contain
ing gunpOWder (rom a cupboard in 
which it v.a\ kept. <lI1d were playing 
\ ilh It near the fire. 

The powder exploded. and shattered the 
nask t picees, cLlusin" very severe 
injurie\ to the hanJ of the dde:"t girl, A 
ricn: \1f the flilSk !'>trud" the other little 
gi rl under the right e e. causing a 
sc\'ere cUl, edical ail! was obtained, 
anJ their injuries properly attendcd to, 

The 1ll0\t exaggeratcu rumours v r cir
cuJatt:d respcding the occurrence, to the 
effe<:l thm the injuries had been caused 
by a tramp Ito ha l:i1l1eJ aL 1I chouse, 
,IntI had gouged out the 'hiidren's eyes, 
and hull nearly murdered them, 

J871 Tile oyster beds of Langum are ncady wom nut; ~(l 

lhut now th-: Lan.:um bOclt" take on an average only half a 
hundrell u day, ,,,here they formerly tonk si, hundred. The 
reasun is lhat the LonJ In merehant~ are taking all sizes, 
,>olne so \l1Iall as sIxpence (whieh er fom1erly r tun 'd 
to the betls); lhcse ilrc now exported from h r to be laid 
on the south east Cr)<LSI. O)ns 'quentl the Langum b lis 

are <.:\eaned up or, to lise th Lilngum fishers' own wonls. 
'they have kill 'u the river', The prices given this sea on 
hilve been fmm 4s. to 5", pel" hunch' d but although the 
pnt:e;: is high, the till.. ' this winter has been s small that 
I1lLl y or tht: fishcrn 'n llil e been compelleJ t s ek other 
employment. in /-I.M, D( d:y<Lrd and Isewhere, 

J 98 When the 111 'mbers of the Baptist 'hurch in LangunJ 
ll1et for morning worship on the 10th inst., they \vere 
"tartlt'd to fino thnt :1 pOrTion of thc ceiling and timber 
I'rom the ro)f had I'allen, and the place was covered with 
the uchris. I he \ervict:s for lhe day had to be abandoned, 

Had Ihis occurred on the previous Sunday, when the 
Sahbath chunl Anniversary WiL\ held. the consequences 
wouil.l pn hahl. have b en ~erious, It has been felL for 
ome time thaI [h~ place ha~ b,cn scarcely safe, and 

during the past months the friends have heen 1110\ inl! in 
the din.:ction or providing funds for the ereetlon of a-new 
place 0 worship, 

Llangwm ~'illage street. 

Llangwm Parish Council 
press report - 1908 

L ANG M Parish Council at a meeting on Saturday 
night received a letter 1'1' m r 1. F. Lon Phillips. of 

Lawrenny Ca"tle, stating that, anxiou~ a~ he W'IS to meet 
the requirements or the Sn all H Ikling~ Act. he \Val> deter
mined noL to interfere itll presenl tenants more than he 
could h Jp, so he had decided that if any L.lrlll was to he 
broken lip it sh uld be Guildford Farm. This farm he had 
handed over to the County ollncil. 

It wa:- pointed out that Gu i Idforcl Fann was in the 
nei!!hbouring pari~h of Burt n. and with that the Langllm 
C< uncil had nothing () do, Se cral 0 'thc applicants for 
allom nts w re women who want d laud I'or graLill§' llwir 
d 1I1 keys, 

. he 'hainnan saiel the leLter W<IS as plain as a pikestaff. 
Mr John - 'He don't want us to have it in Langum for 

some reason' . 
he Clerk asked jf he should take 'ounscl's opinion, 

but it was afterwards Jecided to \ rite to the Board of 
griculturc for advi' . 
The lerk - .Another letter ought to be wrillell t 

Phillip' from this meeting - 11'fi 'iar, 
r Morgan - 'I wouldn"t waste ... p nny ~tamp on '(', 

Mr "tokt.:s - 'Il was like pOlll' Mr Thomas saiel ,- h 
donna really love us', 

The Chuim1an -' 0 they can see. ocialism is coming, 
Whoev r liv s t ~ e another 20 years will see a ociali~l 

Go em ent', 
Mr tol..es-· ).w·'lIha 'em', 
Later on the hairman saiJ It wa~ the Ollnty C,luJ1t'il 

as wns , pen(iing the money, 
Ir Allen - 'The parson is there', 
1e Chaimlilll - 'But 'I,;'s not. on an_ committee, They 

kip him out for some reuson. I uon't know whether 
they're ateared ( r'n or n t'. 

AL the dO'e the Chairman said' 'The busines\ is over, 
ThOll can' 't smoke now. Brock"

Llangwm cottages. 


