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THE BOOK PAGES 

Once they were notorious for stoning strangers, but the villagers of 
Llangwm have mellowed to the extent of organising a literature festival 

-terary gwa 
L LAI': WM la nt:he~ its fir~t ~va literary 

f ·~ti",tI nt:id month ',11th a fa\t:inatlll)! 
~ek<.:lion I f litl'ra'1 highlighl.. including 
lalk\. oi~<.:LI" ion\. \\'ork"hor" and rcaoing' b) 
writcr~. l'amOll<" alld IIl)t yet fanl\lus. 

'" ~1I11 amazcd at the calibrt ano ~tature of 
Mll1le uf the writt:rs \vlm have agl'eed to come 
to the festiv~d:' saiJ organiser Michat:1 Pugh, 
"We hal • ,un "erioLis talent. 

.. no Cit the ,ame time:. we want to nurture 
taknl thal has nOl yet been dise )l't:reo, whieh 
IS why we arc running ljuit' a lot of creative 
Ivritil1i! wod,shops and also ession~ such as 
Poems and Pint\ and a kind 01 'opcn mike' 
for pro~c and poern~. to get the creative 
jllicl'~ flowing," 

Tllc le\ti val. which run~ from August 12 
to I..J., ha' ,I[[racted sOllle well-knowli 
writers Willi Pcmbrokeshirc connections. 

Griff Rhys Jones explores his s 'nse of 
Welsh iu 'fililY and the !;.lJ1d 01" his aunties; 
r·erdinand Mount wil! look at mutiny. 
muney and man-iage in India from a vcry 
per!>Olwl vie\\pnint. whil son Ha 'Y Ollnt 
will be laking a trir throuoh Ancient Greece 
in the r(lotstep~ of Od 'sseus. 

Ev 'nls will be laking. phI C in Ihe village 
pub The COllage). Ihe village hall, the 
rugby club. and in , mill'lIuee that ill be 
provided by event l>ponor~ Valero. 

"And the Buptil>t chapell ill :<.:fve bacon 
roll:- tea ,lnd c IITee in the schoolroom 011 

the Friduy ,mu Saturday 111 lmings, while various lIher 
rerre Ilmenls will be aVOlilabl on site during til' fcsti 'al," 
\uid Michael. 

For a first-lime kstiva!. the calibre and variety )~ writer\ 
hookeu to talk IS truly impressive. uthor and expert on 
Russia Dr Bobo Ll) viiI examine the rellrgencc of the 
Kremlin 11l1(!l:r Putin am! the emu:culation of the West. hill' 
Ann' LlLlppc-Dunbar \ fill I' \ isit East Germany for a I.'hill
ing murder m}'\tcry and taks of a regime that s stcl1lalically 
doped i1..'> best athletes to superhero ~tatu!>. 

listorian DaVid Hurspool will delve into Ihe Byl'lJ1tine 
inrrigllcs of royal rival'. Richard fJI and lIenry Tuuor. I'll ill' 
Diana Darke - an Arabic-speaking woman born in the Gower 
- will talk of her re~loration of a Dama:-cus town-house and 
the gen",i, of tolla '<; cri~i~ in Syria. 

l1lung olher vi,iting sp 'akers will be .Icrwood-llinning 
Gllthic 11(\ e1isl Jo M l.eli~. historian icl Tel) lor and Rachel 
Mann who will recount Elsi 51 Lllf[t:boltoll1', altempt~ to 
reclaim the Book ur PrOl'idencc anu decipher the mysterie, 
01' its blank [lages. 

Bt:n R~,\\\'l<.:nCl: will he llt::~erihing nine lives rom Dadaab. 
lhe vorld's larg '. t rdug camp. while local author. Pamela 
1\ 1111 will b~ rCClll1ntil g the hilarious adVClllLlr'!\ or is' 
Oni, y. ht:r vintuge u.til. 

III I' mhli,J..~,IJII\: I I I 

Talking heads". Clockwise from abo I'/!: 

Ferdinand MOllfll,AI/1/e Lauppe-DlI1zbar 
ami 10 Mazeli.\, 

M Hl1whilc Caerphilly-h'lll1 author Torn 
Morris will he reading from hi~ 1 i\ icl collet.
tion or "h >l1 storie, l~e {Jon'! Knoll' Whll! 
We're D ling. 

In addition. there lVill be bilingual wrilini, 
competitions for childrt:!1 (Welsh anu Lngtish). 
workshops 011 creati 'e writing for children 
and aUult~. Hnd Ji cu~sjons aboul stratee.ies for 
~elting work publi!\hcxl. 

"While ,""e 0bviously bore the lIsual eus
toml'!" of literary festivab \ ill a[{lld. 1 c'd 
like to puss Oil the message that literature and 
mu.-ic is for aiL" stressed Micha~l. 

"So our festival will incluJe initiatlvt:~ tll 
encourage everyone (0 come lor example, 

re~idcnts l)f care home~ for the dderh. people who have 
learning difTicullie~ and people who wlluld jusl like 10 find 
out more, 

"G nerally, our pricing for tickels i· d signed III ellcourage 
people from all walks ( f Iik to attend and 1\ e are planning 
with the help of sp()nsor~ - to run some rree cI'enh," 

A.' WELL as the literary a~pect, there will be plenty of 
ollle!" activities taking I lace in the illagt' over the 

e0lJr~e or the fesliv'l!. 
Paintings by local arti~t.\ will he on \ale "I the feslival 

site. whil' local nlll~icians will he performing" variety (f 
musi '. inclucling ~)ng' in J 1cdieval pJemisll to c lebrate tiI' 
Flemish ellmll1unitic~ )1' slluth Pembroleshire. 

Anclthert: Ivill also he 'Come Forage ith Me' walk 
dWllnd lhe fit:lds and heclgerow~ and along the C1cddau 
E,tuary. 

·'We ,lre till hoping to attrad more sponsors. in aUdition 
to Valero, and would he happy to COIL ider any aUlhors 
wllost: voice i, at pre, ent not included in the fe'!ival." .,aid 
Michacl. 

For more informatiun on the festival contact lIallgwmlit
fest ~:gmail.eol1l_ call 07970 812050 or go to www.lIangwrnl
itfesl.eo.uk. 


