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Bygones of every kind are on show for one week a year at a 
remarkable private museum on the shores of the Cleddau 

The: Oft(' third scale working sigllal box was built by Jell/or £/fJ7. The 
dummy came from Ocky White's. 
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JEFF Jatne~ calb it 'The Ml1~el1m of 
Snimrinology' - il rcrnarkal It: private 

L:ollecli(\11 of b 'gonl' housel old good~. 

vintage ekL:lric~t1 cquipmcllt. old to I' 
alld much. nlllch more. all b aULifully 
arranged and displayed in a cluster ( t 
~he b and gantge~ in the garden of his 
L1ang\\ m home, 

"['ve had pier Ly or exp rience of 
~L:rir lping and s<\l,ing over the years, ani 
hulidillg up rhe mu~eum has be n a bit 
like that-· hence Ihe name. ,. said Jeff. 

formerly the Wale'i general manager 
to a cable TV cnterpri~e. Jeff began 
c lilecting 'odu hits and piece~' after 
rl,tiring til L1ang\\'m. 

A vinlage car elllhusja t. he owns a 
19_5 Morris 'Bullnose' Co 'vI'1' and a 
19n .Ivi. while hi~ wife PaL h.ls a 
1\J6() Austin Heal y prilc, 

He became treasurer of Pcmhroke:-Jlirc 
Vintage Car tub. and it was from sta[l­
hlllJer,> :.IL various car 'iho\ s Lhat he 
hegan huying curio~ thaI interested him. 
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operaJes all old petrol pump at Iris 1/1s('/ITI/ of Scrimpiuology. 

By 2002 a neighhour, B n CUlling, together 
\ ilh other rriend~ at J neighbour~, haJ added 
to [he colkction hy Jonating oJd item found 
lurking ill attic' or the buck of ~h <.Is. \ Ilik 
Jell and PUI were forevcr ~couring antiquc 
shops. wLH:tions wnd hnc-a-brae ~tatl'> up 
and down rhe country for nllm.' hih of 
11cmorabilta rhal took their fancy, 

It va~ Ben vh,) \LIgge~tcd to JelT lhat he 
should put on di~pl;IY lht: t-r ,wing l1urnba of 
bygone, he had acyuirl:d. anl! so it \\as thm 
the nul. cum first opened il~ garage do)1", a\ 
part of an 'open g,Hdcl1 'day in tlie village. 

Over 2UO people ~hmved up. ~incc when 
lhe coJ[t:ction has continued 10 gr()\~. \1 ilh ils 
fame ~prcading Lo ,uch an extenL Lhal groups 
from all over the 'uunty have puid a I i'il. 

"Pat and r l nly open for aboul a wee" 
each year. sine I ha e to ereu (WO gateb"s 
as cover fur the Lim:\.' old cars, \(1 'nablc 
people tIl get intu the garages to ~ec the 
exhibits:' explained Jeff 

"We've opened for various local soci'ties 
and ch(lrit ie'> for 'er Lel! 'ear~ now. and this 
yt:ar We had ci~ht gr()lIp~ b(l\lked in. 

() I>cmhm~"shirc 1 WE 



The llluseUIJI exhibilS are allnl'lltly laid Ollt and labelled, 

"1 h\:rl: i" lI(l d1ilrge, I: just like to entertain oluJlteets have heen donated in this fashioll or loaned, and you'll see 
fillm locul gmup" alld I:harilies, In an atll:mpt to thank them lots )f cards with the donor's name on thenl as you walltkr 
lor the unpaid work th'y (,lrI') (Ill. But we're always hGPP) througb th > 1ll1lseUIlI." 
to an:cpt donations: this, ear they will be going ILl the local 
dlUn:1i in L1,lllgwl1I," Ev ,;\I though tIll,' museum comprises little more than 

A
tbree lar!!e g.arages, a guided tour call lake (wcr two 

(,lIIDU1 tour of the museum. beeins with its Inn t h urs, there is sO much to ~e alit! di co 'er - rom wincl-up 
n:L'clll ad 1111I1I1 the L1angwm slgn:il-b(lx, ,,[ was granwpbollt:· and earl.' typewriter' to old pril ling equipment 

uonalcJ the w(Hld .lnd .latl's and madc itillyseirfo £107," and a complete colkction of baking utensils from Hall the 
said ktf. Baker's in Pel1lbrokl.: Main Street. 

"II 'onc third rcal Sill', alJd ohviously there is a bit of Most of the equipment i:, in working order. --rm prelly 
poetic lie 'lice here, hl:luus' Llangwm Ilcvel'liacl a railway good at fi\ing things ,md if it doesn't wurk when il arri es 
line. It:I alone a stillion'" t can Ll~ually get it going:' saitl ,kIT, COl/lil/II1!d 

Dt;;spitc tliis, the signal-bo,( IS towll ' convincing. \vjlh 
GWR !:rod,cry, warning bdls anc! a kYl'1' that operales a 
sign:.ll ju"tur tile narnl\\ -gauf!c railway line. \1 h 'l'C a 
coal dram wails ilt thl' clllralJce to a dumm I e1rift mint', 

''The dr-nlll wheels arc original. t Lit I made the drG111 
my, cit:' said JdL "Some or lh ' rail~ C')I11,' from the old 
II,mk I1lll1cr,t1 railway and ~Ol1ll' from Srepaside -I'l'l.: 
even gllt <I LUllpk Ill' original iron 't'ish-belly' rails \vhich 
:.Ire very rarl.:," 

Fr(\11l the millay, eetilln the tour moves into the first 
of the garage" for an ~ lJibition J~vot d to the hi~IOJ)' of 
film-making. and thL' movies. \ ilh earl I projectors and 
other apparatus from a local cinema - a special interest of 
.klf's, dating hack tll his da}s as a tel \ ision ellgineer. 

There is also a whole range or \Vir less sets from thl: 
19S()s. "Mrs .loan riffiths, \ 'ho lives in Y1astlebridge, 
rallg me ~)I1L day to say that her husband - wh used 
to repair raulus - ball dieu and Lhat she had a sbed-f III 
uf old wireless sels "he \ a.s hapr In donate to the 
lIluseum," said kIT. 

-'Most of the bibits we ha c aCljuired ourselves ­
some h<lYe bl.:en re Tued from .;kips - but many others Jell's Bul/nose Morris Cowley. 



Down memory lane in Llangwm
 
And he i . 'il vays happy rrovitle Oil tlic­

,pot tlel1lon,trations 01" IwlV to operate the 
peli'ectJy maintained old tills and adding 
machine:., the reel-la-reel tape rc:cordcrs, 
cobbl r\ sc:\VjJ1[~ lllaciline or bu" conductor's 
tick t dispen~er. 

"These machines were ollce at the clIlting 
edg of technology and it's impdrtallltbat 
lhey are presl'rvcd f)r future generations:' 
said .!etf. "The chil iren who COIlIC !ter ar 
fascinateu b these 01 j gadget ." 

The exhibIts also bring back all kinds of 
memories for the oldel tTl mbers ot the 
groups that Jeff shows arounu - lIslIally to 
the soundtrack of an old 7Xrpm record on 
one of the gramophone:'>. 

"For them it's a trip duwl1 Memory Lane­
the older you are, the more Ilo';[algic it will 
be - and I love chattinl!; to the visitor, • 
galheril g more knowledge ilt The same lin c:' 
he ...aid. 

Whatever our interest, then: ill be :.ume­0 

thing to attract YOUI' attel lilln in The \ttu"t:UlTI 
of crimpinology, lrolll 01·1 pelrt)lc:.Jn~ III a 

secri n of the rigin:.Jl Transat !antil: eabk. 
from Royal family commemorative china [0 

military memorabilia. and from old blow­
lal11p~ amJ hi yclt: to ancit:rH \ onden desk.~ 

from local ~chool~. 

Old traffic lighls. a coffin It:TlIplate, milk 
l'hurn,. "Lone\ ar' j, rs. ancient Lelephones, a 
,oap-~avcr from the 19"+0.s, old photographs 
of L1ung\\111 ... the list go's OIl and 011. and 
Jeff has a fund oj fascinating informatioil 
aboul virtually eery exhibit. 

.. nfortunately. hecau,c \)1" h, \'ing tu huusc 
the car~ in the garages. I (;all only fully open 
th museum for one wee!.. a ) car" he said 

"But if two or three p uplc want til 'om 
and ha e a tour round \w can lL ually slJue ze 
them in. as long a'i they pI lone well ahead on 
() 14. 7 890841 ." 

To see el'l!rythill~ D11 show at tire museum C(Ill take (ner two Irollrs. 


